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Creative Arts - The new Creative Arts lessons

Can English really be fun? Well, we would like to think so. Sure in regular
English classes, teachers have to cover grammar, sentence structure, listening
comprehension etc..., and for most students this is not fun, but what if we pick
content that students are interested in. For example, many students are
already interested in media and art. So why not teach them creative arts
through English? Yup! That's what we decided to do. In the last school term we
started with two units: one on drawing and the other on photography.

The classes meet once a week and run for 2 periods each week. Mr. Seaman
has worked with the local English teachers to present the materials so the
lessons can be more interactive. The goal is to spend the first period covering
the content and the second period putting it into practice. There were times
where we went over this mark and it ended up being a little bit heavy on the teaching side, but in general it worked
out well. We are especially pleased to see the students’ interest in drawing. They actually wanted to learn the
things that were taught. So we did our best to not only teach them in words but also come around to their desk
and physically help them do the things that we were talking about. Admittedly, we are not art experts. Still, for the
most parts, we have been able to stay one step ahead of the students, and we had a good time together. We
found that we have some very talented artists in our classes too.

Right from the beginning we planned there would be a unit on photography. Mr Seaman personally really enjoys
taking pictures and shooting video. So he was looking forward to sharing that passion with the students. The
classes on composition, shot types, taking pictures with the schools iPads etc... went over really well. Also near
the end of the unit, a scavenger hunt was planned for the students. This was also a lot of fun.

For the upcoming term we will be doing film appreciation. The students will get a chance to share about their
favorite films and put together their own words and pictures for their stories. Then in the end, for their final project
they will decide which stories to make into videos.

See you again in the second term.
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